
 

 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 

LEONARDO AND GDHF ANNOUNCE A FRAMEWORK AGREEMENT TO SUPPLY 10 
AW189 SUPER MEDIUM HELICOPTERS 

 

 
 
Deliveries planned over the 2027-2029 period 
  
The AW189 maintains its world’s leadership by fleet, number of customers and 
applications 
  
Leonardo leads the energy support market with a global fleet of nearly 500 units 
of various types  
 
Amsterdam, 5 November 2024 – The world’s most successful super-medium 
category helicopter is set to further expand its presence in the world market, 
particularly for offshore transport supporting the energy industry. Leonardo and 
helicopter leasing company GDHF have announced a Framework Agreement 
to introduce ten more AW189s in the energy support market, with deliveries 
expected in the 2027-2029 period. The announcement was made during an 
official ceremony held at European Rotors in Amsterdam today. 
  



 

 

Michael York (GDHF CEO) said “GDHF is very pleased to sign the Framework 
Agreement with Leonardo for ten additional factory new AW189s. GDHF has 
now committed to a total of 13 AW189s, and earlier this year we successfully 
introduced the first of these AW189s into our fleet. This large 10 x AW189 
Framework Agreement will further enhance GDHF’s ability to support our 
customers globally and provide them additional highly effective AW189 super-
medium helicopters on lease. We thank Leonardo for their strong partnership as 
we work together to provide comprehensive multi-mission AW189 solutions for 
our customers.” 
  
The energy support market is expected to steadily increase over the next five 
years, driven by new field developments (including wind farm support and 
offshore SAR assisting the energy sector), in compliance with new environmental 
regulations and adoption of more advanced technologies. With nearly 500 
helicopters of various types in service today to perform offshore transport, 
Leonardo is the market leader for energy support. Offshore operations require 
high aircraft availability rates with many flight hours logged by the helicopters 
used for this task. Leveraging data gathering and analysis from the demanding 
offshore market and its intensive operations enables Leonardo to further 
enhance the overall service quality, product and training capabilities of various 
models across all other applications. Intermediate and super medium twin 
weight categories - like the Leonardo AW139 and AW189 respectively - are 
expected to gradually lead this market for long range operations outperforming 
ageing heavier and bigger types. 
  
Belonging to the AW Family of products, the AW189 (8.3/8.6 tonne) combines 
superior payload and range with advanced technologies to successfully 
operate a wide range of missions such as search and rescue, energy industry 
support, passenger transport, firefighting, and law enforcement. Unique features 
of the helicopter include the capability of the main transmission to run without oil 
for 50 minutes and a built-in auxiliary power unit. The AW189 is available with 
more than 200 certified kits and is also the only aircraft in its class featuring a Full 
Ice Protection System (or, alternatively, a Limited Ice Protection System) certified 
for use in Europe, US and Canada. The type is delivered with a comprehensive 
support and training service package tailored to meet specific customer 
requirements to maximise mission effectiveness and safety of operations. The 
type is also certified for an automatic data transmission system enabling the 
aircraft to transmit flight data to a ground station using satellite communication 
in flight, 4G cell connectivity or Wi-Fi when on the ground. It offers a secure way 
to share an accurate picture of each flight so that Leonardo experts can assess 
data quickly, thus optimizing maintenance and support. 
  
Over 90 AW189s have been delivered to operators worldwide to date. Around 
50 of these are used for offshore transport today and have surpassed 155,000 



 

 

flight hours in operations in this market. After 10 years since its certification, the 
AW189 remains the world’s leader in the super-medium helicopter class by 
market size, number of operators, countries, and applications including offshore 
transport, search and rescue, firefighting/disaster relief, law enforcement and 
passenger transport. The AW189 is growing its presence in existing customers’ 
fleets as well as being selected by all new operators, particularly in the energy 
and public service markets. 
  
About GDHF 
GD Helicopter Finance (GDHF) is a helicopter finance company based in 
Ireland. GDHF plans to rapidly grow a large portfolio of the newest technology, 
efficient, cost-effective, multi-mission helicopters (via order books), and lease to 
customers globally. GDHF’s goal is to build the best team and platform in the 
industry, setting a strong long-term culture of customer focus, trust, integrity, 
excellence, speed and flexibility. GDHF also offers our customers the capacity to 
readily deploy additional capital to meet market requirements for helicopter 
financing. 
  
GDHF Press Contact: 
Alistair Claxton 
aclaxton@gdhf-lease.com 
 
About Leonardo 
Leonardo is an international industrial group, among the main global companies 
in Aerospace, Defence, and Security (AD&S). With 53,000 employees worldwide, 
the company approaches global security through the Helicopters, Electronics, 
Aircraft, Cyber & Security and Space sectors, and is a partner on the most 
important international programmes, within these sectors, such as Eurofighter, 
NH-90, FREMM, GCAP, and Eurodrone. Leonardo has significant production 
capabilities in Italy, the UK, Poland, and the USA. Leonardo utilises its subsidiaries, 
joint ventures, and shareholdings, which include Leonardo DRS (72.3%), MBDA 
(25%), ATR (50% ), Hensoldt (22.8%), Telespazio (67%), Thales Alenia Space (33%), 
and Avio (29.6%). Listed on the Milan Stock Exchange (LDO), in 2023 Leonardo 
recorded new orders for €17.9 billion, with an order book of €39.5 billion and 
consolidated revenues of €15.3 billion. ncluded in the MIB ESG index, the 
company has also been part of the Dow Jones Sustainability Indices (DJSI) since 
2010. 
  
Leonardo Press Contact: 
leonardopressoffice@leonardo.com 
 
 

 


